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T he Man of Many Hats with One Huge HeartBenedict Perry Gonzalez - May 14,
1968 - June 23, 2020The morning of June 23rd 2020 started out slow and
peaceful, that would change within a few hours. By evening, our lives and those that
knew my little brother, Perry, would forever be missing a beautiful light that dwelled
within a good man, not a perfect one, but a truly exceptional man.Benedict Perry
Gonzalez, known to most as Perry, to some as Little Ben, and to a rare few, Benedict,
was born on Tuesday, May 14th 1963 at St. Joseph's Catholic Hospital in Fort Worth,
Texas; children born on a Tuesday are said to be filled with "grace’, Perry definitely
was given grace by his beloved God.Perry was the fourth child of Benito and Alma
Gonzalez. He joined his siblings, Mark Anthony, Michael Andrew, and Cynthia Anne.
Unbeknownst to the family, the little guy would bring them laughs, love, and
mischievous adventure. Perry began his education at St. Maria Goretti Catholic
School in Arlington where the family had moved a year prior to his first day of
kindergarten. He went on to attend C.C. Duff Elementary, before moving with the
family to Amarillo where he attended Bonham Junior High School. After a year of
having fun living in the Panhandle, where he grew to love Willie Nelson and Waylon
Jennings, Perry happily moved with the family to the Rio Grande Valley in the
family's brown station wagon that would be his starter car. He attended North Junior
High and was a very proud Bobcat at Edinburg High School. Perry's other activities,
included Bull-riding and raising his pig, Godfrey, for FFA. Graduating in 1981...and
until his passing, Perry maintained deep solid friendships with his classmates.After
high school, Perry found working with our dad's company would fit his desire to
explore a hidden talent for the science behind the chemical makeup of cleaning
materials, which grew into a passion for the understanding and methods for disaster
recovery, chemical waste pickup, and environmental science. Perry received
numerous certifications in the area of Hazardous Waste Recovery, some that
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included a semester of Chemistry and Physics taught in a two-week course, requiring
intense study and a sharp mind, at Texas A&M University. He became a leading
expert in recovery throughout the State of Texas. Perry loved being a member of the
Hidalgo County Local Emergency Planning Committee and helping to design their
work van.Two of the biggest disasters that Perry not only took part in, but lead teams
on, were the recovery of the Space Shuttle Columbia in East Texas, and the tragic
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, Louisiana. He trained numerous
Fire and Police Departments throughout the Valley and Texas on proper and safe
responses to natural and man-made disasters. Perry loved the work, but found his
true stride in teaching others to respect the environment and the power of chemicals
to harm folks and the land we depend on.Most folks do not know this, but for a time
Perry joined my dad as a beekeeper. Dad was Perry's best friend and why he followed
in Dad's footsteps when it came to hunting, fishing, and joining his beloved Knights
of Columbus.The environment was his work love, but Perry found a truly peaceful
happiness praying his rosary daily, attending mass at St. Pius X in Weslaco, and
finally joining the Knights of Columbus. He served as a 4th Degree Knight, as a
Grand Knight of Council 13232 at St. Pius X, as the Faithful Navigator of the local
assembly of St. Pius X, St. Joan of Arc, and San Martin. We are pretty sure what
initially attracted Perry to the Knights happened as a child when he admired the
regalia of the traditional Knight's cape, plumed hat - he earned both the purple and
white plumes, and sword. Being a member of the organization, became a vital part of
his life. Work, prayer, and the love of God allowed Perry to grow more intense in love
and responsibility as a servant leader; it gave him the ability to see to the needs of his
family and friends. Friends were always important to Perry. He made folks feel loved
and cared for, so much so that upon his passing, there was not one call from his
friends that did not claim that Perry was their best friend. Work, prayer, love of God,
and friendship would make any person rich in life, but for Perry, family was the place
he found his greatest wealth, love, joy, and laughter - lots of laughter. He was a good
and devoted son to Dad and Mom, an adventure seeker with Mark, a knowledge
explorer with Michael, and my best bud, who called me many times to bring him a
Frito Pie and Diet Coke, protected me from unruly boys, and never stopped
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encouraging me to write and film my tales. He was our family's pure and good
heart.Perry loved his nieces (Tyler, Amanda and Julia) and nephews (Douglas and
Mark), and was beyond thrilled to welcome his grand-niece, Madison, and grand-
nephews, Ethan, Henry, Dylan, and James Benedict to the family.The one person he
would and did walk through Hell for, and the one person he was completely devoted
to and loved beyond the word love itself was his Girly, Marbrisa. For Perry, she
represented the future, he believed in her and her ability to complete college and
make her own way in this world. He knew she was smart, beautiful, and if she could
only believe the same, that she would succeed beyond his successes.Perry leaves
behind numerous colleagues, friends, aunts and uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews,
his mother; his brothers, Mark and Michael (Marten Evertz); me, his Sis; and Girly,
but he joins the Good Lord, Dad, his grandparents, his uncles and aunt, and some
dear friends in Heaven. We cannot ask more of God on behalf of Benedict Perry,
than the gift of eternal life and peace. The Man of Many Hats, with a Huge Heart and
everyone's best friend was worthy of God's most precious gift. He will be missed.
Until we meet again, Perilito, keep us in your prayers.Serving as Pallbearers will be
Joe Moreno, Diana Smith, Daniel Gonzalez, Jean Christopher, Matt White, Chris
Cape, Richard Gonzales, Jackie Medina, Richard Schwing, Roland Gonzales, Arnold
Gonzales, Jr., Larry Esparza, Steve Esparza, Joe Fischer, Eddie Estevanes, Terry
Hartman, Dan Boyles, Andy Esquivel, Jerry Pena, Mary Anne Denner, Judy
Sunderland, Albert Corker, Kevin Fischer, Kyle Fischer, David Hanawa, Juan Cadenas,
honorary Pallbearers, The Knights of Columbus, Friends of the Class of
1981/Edinburg High School.To make a contribution, [please click here]
https:/portal.icheckgateway.com/McCalebFuneralHome/Default.aspx
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2] 2] Becky Pigg Black posted:

There are so many memories of Perry - where to start? Perry always had a smile & kind word for all.
He & AB hit it off immediately, that was just the way he was. My last conversation with Perry was
wishing him a Happy Father's Day & telling him | loved him. You know when you're friends for life
telling someone | love you is important. Perry was that guy. | think about him often. Til we meet again
my friend, know you are missed tremendously but | know you are no longer in pain. Rest easy.AB &
Becky Pigg Black

June 26 at 1:35 PM

BB Becky Pigg Black posted:

There are so many memories of Perry - where to start? Perry always had a smile & kind word for all.
He & AB hit it off immediately, that was just the way he was. My last conversation with Perry was
wishing him a Happy Father's Day & telling him | loved him. You know when you're friends for life
telling someone | love you is important. Perry was that guy. | think about him often. Til we meet again
my friend, know you are missed tremendously but | know you are no longer in pain. Rest easy.AB &
Becky Pigg Black

June 26 at 1:35 PM

Kamryn Cantu posted:

He was my best friends dad but forever in my heart he will always be a 2nd father figure to me. His
smile and laugh would light up the whole house, the memories we made will never be forgotten and
always treasured. Rest in peace dad!

June 26 at 5:26 AM

Kamryn Cantu posted:

He was my best friends dad but forever in my heart he will always be a 2nd father figure to me. His
smile and laugh would light up the whole house, the memories we made will never be forgotten and
always treasured. Rest in peace dad!

June 26 at 5:26 AM

Anonymous sent a White Standing Spray to the Gonzalez family.

June 24 at 1:19 PM
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Friends & Family posted:
White Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Perry Gonzalez.

June 24 at 1119 PM

David S. Longoria And Longoria Ehs Consultants sent a Red, White & Blue
Standing Wreath to the Gonzalez family.

June 22 at 5:11 PM

Friends & Family posted:

David S. Longoria and Longoria EHS Consultants purchased the Red, White & Blue Standing Wreath
for the family of Perry Gonzalez.

June 22 at 5:11 PM

Anonymous sent a Floor Plant for Sympathy to the Gonzalez family.

June 22 at 6:21 AM

Friends & Family posted:

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Perry Gonzalez.

June 22 at 6:21 AM

Tracey Taylor-Morris lit a candle in honor of Perry.

®
©
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Perry was such a loving an caring man. | loved him so much . The first day | met

him was in the front seat of the brown station wagon and felt butterflies _

immediately . We spent all of high school together and then some living together . el

We wanted to spend the rest of our lives together . Crap got in the way of that.

Every time | talked to him | still had the same butterflies . | will always love and miss knowing you are
here.

July 10 at 8:27 PM
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Tracey Taylor-Morris posted:
Tracey Taylor-Morris lit a candle for

July 10 at 8:27 PM

Omar Villarreal lit a candle in honor of Perry.

One of the things that | always looked forward to was talking to my ole friend Perry.

A 44 year old friendship full of adventures and very cool memories that | will always o
cherish. Rest In Peace. You will always be loved and remembered. Prayers to you, J;L—/
your entire family and Perry’s huge network of friends. Omar Villarreal

July 10 at 6:34 PM

Omar Villarreal posted:
Omar Villarreal lit a candle for

July 10 at 6:34 PM

Chris Martinez posted:

It's still a "hard pill to swallow" that Perry's infectious smile will not be gracing our presence any
longer! Our St. Pius X community will definitely miss Perry. The kingdom of God has gained another
of its faith servants back. We will miss you tremendously, Perry! | send my love and prayers to his
Mom and daughter and to his whole family and friends! Rest in Peace, brother!

July 7 at 5:35 AM

Chris Martinez posted:

It's still a "hard pill to swallow" that Perry's infectious smile will not be gracing our presence any
longer! Our St. Pius X community will definitely miss Perry. The kingdom of God has gained another
of its faith servants back. We will miss you tremendously, Perry! | send my love and prayers to his
Mom and daughter and to his whole family and friends! Rest in Peace, brother!

July 7 at 5:35 AM
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Erika Playle posted:

Always in my prayers and | will never forget the friendship we shared.

July 2 at 12:36 PM

Carol Taylor Hernandez lit a candle in honor of Perry.

The only brother | ever had. | will love and miss you always.

June 30 at 9:56 PM il "

Carol Taylor Hernandez posted:

Carol Taylor Hernandez lit a candle for

June 30 at 9:56 PM

Anonymous sent a Solid White Standing Heart With Red Rose Break to the
Gonzalez family.

June 28 at 9:48 PM

Friends & Family posted:

Solid White Standing Heart With Red Rose Break was purchased for the family of Perry Gonzalez.

June 28 at 9:48 PM

Johnny, Ruby And The Ray Family sent a Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender
and White to the Gonzalez family.

June 26 at 9:39 AM
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Friends & Family posted:

Johnny, Ruby and the Ray family purchased the Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White for
the family of Perry Gonzalez.

June 26 at 9:39 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Perry by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit
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